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Future Hinging on Defeat of

Sonnino 1n
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GREAT BRITIAN -~

Political Downfall

of Foreign Affairs,

Looms for Ministeri
Long an Obstacle |

to Complete Understanding Be-
tween His Government

ar_ld the

1.
Entente

of the Powers of the Entente ar

well as her economic and political
destinies will be very largely deter-
mined this month. Within tbe mnext
three or four weeks the general Par-
linmentary elections are to take place
throughout the dominlons of King Vie-
tor Emmanuel, and upon the returns
af the polls will depend whether Italy
will remain our assoclate in times of
rnw A8 In the great war her people
ave been our brothers In arms.

In the lmpendiug genergl aelection
the Issue will contre to o great extent
upon Baron BSldney Bonnino, who
throughout the last five years has
proved an obatiacle o Jtaly's complete
understanding with the Powers of the
Entente. lLong ago he had become an
object of distrust 1o the Governments
of France, of Great Hritain and more
1ecently of the United States. He has
been at varisnes with most of his col-
leagues in the Cabinet at Rome In
matters of forelgn policy, which he
searcely condescended to discuss with
them. Some of them reslgned sooner
than tolerate his methods of playing a
lone hand and of confronting them
svery now and again with & fait ac-
compll. He has been openly at odde
with Premier Orilando, cordially dls-
liked by his countrymen, and without
one vestige of personal popularity ar
foilowing

IT‘\LY'S future place 1n the conocert

Fiume Changed Situation,

S0 his early downfall and relegation
W private life seemod assured until
Prosldent Wilson's action on the sub-
Jeet of Flume. 1If T'rime Minister Or-
Iando resented so bitterly the mppeal
of the Chie! Magistrute of the Thnited
HStates, It was because he realised that
it would incresse & hundredfold his
diMculties In getiing rid of Bonnino,
and that it had converted the latter
into the factor of paremount impor-
tance In his administration,

Orlando, who was as much lkad by
Georges Clemenceay, by Lioyd George
and Arthur Balfour and by the leading
American delegiates ons Bonning was
abnoxfeus to thew all, was in a fair
way toward reaching an understanding
with them in the difficulties which had
Arigen in reconciling with the pro-
vistons of the Treaty of London the
new conditions on the shores of the
Adriatle, resulting from the Jugo-Siay
Federation with Serbla.

Orlapdo was as sympathetically in-
clined toward the Jugo-Shve and the
ferblans as Sonnino was averss to
thenm. He appreciated the importance
of Italy's being assured of the friend-
thip of her neighbors on the shores of
the Adriatic rather than of their en-
mity, Honnino would not give way,
Like Shylock of old, he insisted upen
having every pound of Austrian flesh
promised 1o him by the 18156 Tyeaty of
London, when the Jugo-Slay state and
independent HRohemlia weres not esven
dreamt of by the great Powers of the
Entente and at the time when Russia
wWus Invading the Dual Empire and
also penetrating far fnto the eaztern
rrovinces of Germany

Konnino Becomes n FHere.

¢ When, however the President ap-
pealed 1o the Itallan people, not
against Bonnlne, who svas the obstaiiw
te an understanding, bu

ut agalnst the
entire Orlando Government and
aguinat {ta

plenipotentinried at the
Paris Peace Conferenve, decluring that
he could not consent to the Ttallaniza-
tion of Flume nor to the fulfilment of
the provisions of the Preaty of London
the Itallan natls L min

“waa

ahy aone
nt what

sguinst him, exaspergied

declared o be his presumption in at-
tempting te dictate its deprivation of |
its just and lawful ahare In the spalls

of victory. Bonnine, previously so

| friendless, was converted overnlght

inte a popular hero as the uncom- |
promising champion and defender of

Italy's territoria) eclaims and aspira-

tlons. Premiér Orlando and the other

members of his Cablnet had no alter-

native but to range themseives h:."
Sonnino's side. Had they done other- |
wisa In the first two weeks following

the lssue of thie Fresident's proclama-

tion to the Italian people on the sub- |
Ject of Fiume, they would have been

driven out of oMee and Sinine would ’
have been Jeft in sole control. More- |
over, they were profoundly stirred by |
the affront to which Prealdent Wilson's
uppeal had subjected them In the eyes
not nlons of thelr countrymen Hut also
of the entire elvilized world.

They've Theunght It Over.

Bince then, however, the Italians
have had time for more pober reflec-
tion. At no moment has thelr resent-
ment in connectlon with the Woudrow
Wilson message about Flume extended

to the people of the I'mmd!
|Gt_l.la.l. 1t hus bean In a vrn‘i
curious - fashion restricted 1o lts ]
author. The titea of fricndship and!

good will between the two nationa are |
very' close and Intimate. ‘There (8|
hardly a family in Italy which does
not have one or more of |ts membern
living in relative aMuence in America, |
where he has found opportunities for |
wuccess that-were denivd him at home. |
Easily stirred to excitement, to en- |
thusinsm or to Indignation, the ITtal-
ians are in their calmer moments ex-
tremaly shrewd, lovel headed and pry
dent. Tt is no reflection on their
charaoter to assert that thev have a
partlovlariy keen eye to the muin
chance, They have during the last |
few weelts Dbeen reminded by Fran-
caseo Nitt! avid' other ragacious sintes.
men of welght and authority that|
thelr country 18 not one of those
which can supply all its own wants !
Owing to the cconomie and politicaks
conditlons of thd various European
countries, and partieularly the im-
broglio of the labor situation in the
old world, .'.IIIII)' can look to no forelgn
nation for the resources Indispensnble |
to her existence save to the United
| Stated. The maintenance of her |
friendship with this country und the |
avoldance of anything caleulnted m,i
troutis the intimate and cld time un.
deratanfing with tha Unlled Brates is
to her & matter of such vast and vital
importanoe that she an sober reflec-
ton will not permit anybody or any- |
thing lo- stand in the way thereof |
Sonnine Ig an insuperable obstacle,
That'is why his disappearance may
be fooked for as the result of the Im-
pending ‘genera} election |
Bldney. Bonnino, son of an Italian!
Jew converied o Protestantism and
of an English mother, was born, not
at FPlsa, as stated in some works of
reference, nor at Morence, rs asserted
in others, but In Egypt, whera his!
father was established in busineas, and |
where Skdney asquired from his nl-|
tive nurses n wonderful mastery of
the Ayabic languages which he -ull:
retaing to 'this day. He¢ has n|
Minister of Forelgn Affairs st Rome
ever since the very early spring of |
1914 |
1f the Kalser cpunted upon the u-i
sistance qf Italy in his mad venture
It was lurgely due to the presence of |
Sonnino &t the Consulta—the Depart-
ment of Foreign ANairs at Rome.
The Baron had been one of the prin-
cipal ehamplons and uphplders of that
Trivle Alliance by r-& of =which
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Ttaly had been reduced to u state of
absolute servitude tu Berlin, where,
needless (o add, he was helll in high
favor and regard U

Sonnino speodily
declaration of

recognized on
war that any attempt

the |

to force his countrymen to align them- |

selves with Austria would result
U national uprising, not slone aguinst
the Government but also against the
House of Savoy Even long befgre

the war to call any one in Itily an/|

Austrian was regarded not me®ly as
an Insult, but as a legal slander for
which damuages could be recovered

in & court of law

Thelr Hatred Deep Rooted,

Victor Emmanuel HIL  had,
since he hnd attained manhnod,
clined to set foot on Austrion soll.
Indeed, it in diffcult to convey any
ldea of the extont of the histred which
existed between the twoe nations.

de-

ever |

Allve to this, Bonnino ook ndvantage |

of the fact that the two Kalsers had

to refealn from according to them any
nrmed assistance, on
laly, by the terma of the
Alliance, was only pledged to
them in & war of defence.

But Bonnino did the next best thing
for Germany. He insisted on Ttuly's
remaining neutral and prevented his
countrymen from enlaring the war
until nearly a year had elapsed. Our
Italian friends were sager and hinpa-
tisnt to Join France, Oreat Britain and
Lelglum against their archenemy
Austria. Rut Sonnino held them hack

Triple
help

on the ples that he might be enabled | moved any further in the matter by

fe obtain by meanas of diplomacy more
territory than through & wcourse to
He thereupon

remaining
struggle

neutial throughout

| more and immediately proceeded to Ao
| ma, putting Yorward claima so extor-
| Honate
| then heen
| slans on her remote sastern front, de-

| smbarked upon s war of agrression |

the ground !hu}

inaugurate | : had bean muintained, however, and It
through Herlin a serles of negotiations | Is quits probable that Sonnine would
| with Vienna with & view to seCure  have nccepted (t had not his hand been
from Austria the sacrifice of certain of | more or less forced by ita becom!ing
her provinces ua the price of ltaly's | known in Italy that ahe could obtaln
the | better terma If she threw in her Jut

]
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Bannino's

enough in all cansclonce. Under hoavy
and well nigh irresistible prur'.m-|
from Berlin lSmperor Francls Joseph

conserted to grant them. Then Bon-
nino regretted that he had not asked

that Austiria,

beaten

which had not
save by tifs Fus-

clined to eonsider them, refusing to bo |

Emperor Willlam
The original offer of Francis Joseph

with Great Hritain and France. Son.
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NITTI
ITALIAN TREASURY

his will, to go o London, where he
found that the Entente was disposed to
regard the continuance of Italyv's neu-
trality as an unfriendly act since It
was obvlously designed to Lepefit the
Central Fowers, Moreover, he appre-
clated the fact that (t was Impossible
to eurb public sentiment any longwr
in Italy, where the people had definitely
made up their mind to start n:hunz’
Against Austrig. Accordingly he re-|
lleved his feelings by driving the hnrﬂ-l
eat bargain possible with the A]llu.|
emhodyving tham In what was known |
from that timg forth as the Treaty of |
London of May, 1915, |

Although from that time forth the
Powers of the Entente had no cause
10 1egret thelr companionship in arms
with the [talians, yet the Allles had
plenty of reason to be dizsatisfied with

| from prociaiming war upon Germany.
{ Prinve
|

#0 dld the other miembers of

ST

e @RS AREARTAI AT

HOUSE qof
PARLIAMENT g1 ROME {

Sonnino.
Wur upon

declared
refrained

had
had

ha
he

Although
Austria,

Rome; |
the Ger-
man Embassy and the swarm of Teu- [
ton consular oMcials throughout the |
Kingdom, untll thelr presence became

Buelow lingered on at

a vational scandal &nd they were
forced by popular sentimen! in laly |
to take their departure it was not

tntl German troops were brought to

the lsonzo front in order to usslst the
Austrians in driving back the lalians
to the Plave thet Sonnino was con- |
strained to recognize that a state uf
fwar existed between Italy and Ger-
TELAT )
Always Bred Irritation,

This peculiar condition aof -1"‘;.1|1|
was ascribed In Parls and o London |
to Sonnino and during the last four

years there have beon freguont causes |
of friction between him and the ¥rit- !
ish and French Premlers and Forelgn |
Ministers, Thus Arthur Balfour, in |

! Poles

behiiiid the
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GEORGES CLEMENCEAU

i,Disliked at Home, Distrusted by Allies,

Baron’s Hour as Hero, Resulting From

Wilson’s Fiume

Appeal, Wanes

With Sober Reflection by

Italian

People

Italian protectorate, confronting the
Entente with a falt aceompll. Then In]
the early part of last autumn it was
brought to the knowledge of the En- |
ténte Governments that without 51\'-:
ing them any warning or obtaining
their consent he had started secret
negutinygons with the Sublime Porte
wilth a l\,‘lew oy obtaining certain teryi. |
orie]l advantages In Asla Minor Jrom
he Ottoman Government behing the
back and at the expense of the Alllea

He Gets a CUalllng Down.

Lloyd George and Clemenceau are
to have addressed =ome very |
polited languags LG Bonnino, charging |

|

him with persistent trickery, double
ling and disloyalty to the '---mmonl
LA
And then aguin, on the very eve of |
the assemblage of the Peace (ongreas |
in uris, when there was n prellminary |
cxchange of opiniona between the
plenipotentiariea of the principal |
Powers held in London, ha showed |
himself a0 hostila to the sspirations
and necessilies of the newly constl-
tuted States—tha Czecho-Slovaks, lho|
eapecinlly against the Jugo-
Sluvs, the Berbs and the Greeks—that |
coursa which he pursued after-!
in TFaris cannot have been & |
f very grent surprise to those
BOATIOS J,
Maore recently still Bonnino has been |

the
whrds
mnalier

affronting the Powers of the Ententa
dgu and laying himaclf open to new

wiges Of trickery by causing the |
lunding of liallan troops at various |

points in Agia Minor without the ap-
proval or knowledgs of ltaly's allies

and anxious as ever W confront them

| with a fait accompll, which he hoped

they
avoid

Rian,

might be willlng to accept to |
further discussdon and dls.':on-|
These coups have not been suc-
cessful and the troops have had to be
roembarked

Govermment la Shaky.

V. In view of Orlanda's freguent
quarrels and publle vontroversies with
Sonninoe, he he retafned him in his |
Cabinet? The answer s that the ad-
ministration for =ome months past has

been extremely shaky and that Son-
nine had impressod upon some of its
membera that the only way by which
t d be saved was by emerging
Mon he war with more spolls of vic

tory than those gpon which the [tal- |
nn ition had eget its heart when it
Fetartad into the fray ITow ¢ritical the
situation of the Cabinet I8 may be

gothered from the fact that it has not

|
ventiired vet upon the demohillzation |

of its army, which wtill is fed apd paid

| EIBLY & majority of the
Mesponse (o o gquestion put to him j||1 St atel Ialanders o un
the House of Commons about some | DR PN PANAY ‘ H
matier of forelgn policy in which [taly and down the bay recently \lldI
wWis not directly concerned, contented | not recognize a historic naval vessel
himzelf with answering the Inquiry at | o oo ror woveral days off Tomp
gome length withoot making any ref- | it )
erence to [taly. Sonnine at onee con- | Kinsvilie This was a two funnelled. |
|
strucd this omission of Tialy's nwme | gray painted vessel of old fashloned
from the speech ax un Indlcation that lines, the old cruiser Baltimore. once

England and France had deter

to po back on the pladges contalned In ‘
the Treaty of London, and hastened to

the French and Engllsh capitals |n|
order to demand explanations. In bhoth
Stles he found a considerable amount
of resentment caused by his Imputa
tions of bad falth. Nor were his (e
mands for renewed assurances of ad-
herence to the Treaty of London --ul-|
culated to promote any personal sym-
pathy for him

Without warning the allied Govern-
ments or avan tha members of his own
Cabinat he took upon himself to recog
nige the Albanian Government as an

A unit of the famous White Squadron
and a veteran of Dewey's fleet at the
battle of Manila Bay,

The Baltlmore is now the oidest
Rghting ahip In active service in the |
navy She was bullt by the Uramps
in 1888 and consequently is 31 yvoars
old Dospite her years the Haltimore
i» in first rate condition, and during
the great wiar rendered most valuable
sorvice  Ehe had tha honor to head |
the first convoy of United Btates troop

nh!rn te B0 overseasn, and more re-
cantly took part in Iaying the groat |
mine barrege In the North Sea |

| of
| formatlon of a similar Pan-Europsan
| pallti ul

”C‘)ld Cr;.—liser‘ Bal;i_more

by the State. Once these miillons of
men have been returned by demobil-
ization to their homes in townlets and
villages where there s neither food
for their sustenance hor work of a
nature to furnish. them with a Hvell-
kood, troubile is certain to ansus. The
fact that the army has not yet besn
demobilised will prevent millions of
citlzens, veterans of Lhe last war, froam
casting their votes at the polls.
Sonnino, It may be added In conclu
gion, 1a no friend of the United States
and I8 credited with the proposal of
the organization of a Monroe Doctrine
for Europe, aimed at America, and
with the watchword “Europe for the
Eurcopeans.” It I8 a movement de
slgned o prevent the Interveantion of
the United States In purely Buropear
affalrs and especially In the interna)
affalrs and policles of European na
tlons, It is & unlon, not alons political
but also economic, and the fmct that
Sonnine should have permitted his
animosity agrinst President 'Wilson tn
fdentify himself with anything of the
kind |s not to the eredit of his states
manship or to hig understandlng of
tha fnancial, commercinl and indus
trial necessities of his native land

It's Been Tried Before.

It has been attempted bafors—for
the first time when the crazy myatio
Mme. von Krudener took advan
luge of n temporary Infatuation nt
Alexander 1. of Russia to induce him
10 organize that so-called “Holy Alll
ance” which led the United Btates
aL the instigation and with the sup
port of the great English statesma:
and minister at that time, Georse
Canning. to bring into existance the
Amarjean Monroe Doctrina,

Count Uolochowskl, the Chancsllor
the Dual Empire, attampted the

and economlo unien against
America in 1808, at the time of thir
country's wur with Spaln, promptad
thereto, aa in the case of Sonnlno, by
grudges and  prejudices
ipunst individual Americans,

It wias such an evidence of foolish
ness that It contributed to his dow:
fall not long afterward and to his re
cgation to the utmost obscurity, A sim
llar fate awnlts Baron Sidney Sonning
when us the result of the Impending

personal

general election in Italy he wil
called upon by hia countrymen to
make way for that enlightenedq nnd
ible statesman. that proved friend »
Amoricn and champlon of taly's
derstanding with the U'nited States
ex-Minlster Francesco E, Nitud
During her convoy duty the TRl
more was put 1o =E0me savers spes
tesis for so old a vessel FHer mach
ery Is virtually the sume now as |
| was when bullt, and she surg
tngineer oMoers ane day w
| Ing the French coast by recling

1% knots, moving faster than s
done for many vears Bhe distanc
syme Britksh Hght crulsers of o
recent construction

The Baltimore was hit by a Syal
shell in the battle of Manila Dy,
projectile entering the engine
hatch and burying iftself in the
bulkhead on the port side The =
and the hole 1t made (R
served mnd are Inspected with |
by visitors aboard the stanch ol

Her oMeers eladm the Baltinos
stenmed more mnlles since war v as

have

clared than many a more modern
Ii: the nawvy Her mimmt recer
was that to Mallfax in connection with

the transatlantic air flight
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